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but local protests shut that down. So 
who else has he been leasing his home 
to—Putin? I mean, maybe Trump’s 
next business will be Airbnb for dic-
tators. 

Tax returns will not tell us every-
thing, but we know that they will tell 
us something about what Trump is hid-
ing. Donald Trump praises brutal dic-
tators and murderers. He threatens our 
allies. He denigrates democracy right 
here at home. He is right out front 
with all of that stuff. 

What is so bad that Donald Trump 
has to hide it? Would his tax returns 
show how deeply Donald Trump’s per-
sonal, financial interests run directly 
counter to the national interests of the 
United States of America? 

It is 8 weeks before a national elec-
tion. Everyone wants Donald Trump to 
do what other candidates—Republican 
candidates and Democratic can-
didates—have done and disclose his fi-
nancial information to the American 
people. 

George W. Bush’s IRS Commissioner 
has said: Trump should release his 
taxes, period. 

The IRS Chief Counsel for Ronald 
Reagan has said the same thing: Trump 
should release his taxes, period. 

TED CRUZ has released his taxes. 
John Kasich released his taxes. Jeb 
Bush released his taxes going all the 
way back to 1981. 

Look, it is no surprise that Trump 
thinks the rules don’t apply to him; he 
never does. But the American people 
are not going to buy a pig in a poke. He 
should release his taxes voluntarily. 
But since he will not, then we should 
pass the Presidential Tax Trans-
parency Act and make him release 
those taxes. 

No one knows what he is up to with 
Russia, Libya, or any other country. 
Let’s take a look at his taxes and find 
out. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MINERS PROTECTION ACT 

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, yes-
terday I joined Senator MANCHIN, Sen-
ator WARNER, Senator CAPITO, and oth-
ers about the mine workers’ pension. I 
come to the floor again today as I just 
cannot believe that my colleagues are 
going to go home. Some wanted to go 
today and make this the last day of 
session. Others are saying next week. 

I think there is no excuse for this 
Senate to leave without taking care of 
the longtime—starting with Harry Tru-
man—agreement we have made with 
the people who go down into coal mines 
and do their work. They powered this 

country and have for decades. It is one 
of the most difficult, least safe jobs in 
the country. 

On my lapel I wear a depiction of a 
canary in a bird cage that was given to 
me at a workers’ Memorial Day rally. 
The mine workers stuck a canary down 
in the mines. One hundred years ago 
they had no union to protect them. 
They had no government that cared 
enough to protect them and their safe-
ty. They relied on this canary. If the 
canary died, they got out of the mines. 
They were on their own. 

We know this proud history of mine 
workers in Ohio, West Virginia, Ken-
tucky, Western Pennsylvania, and 
Southwest Virginia. We have an obliga-
tion—the anti-labor sentiment in this 
body, particularly in Republican lead-
ership—to these mine workers. When 
they negotiated their wages at the bar-
gaining table, they gave up wages 20 
years ago, 30 years ago, or 40 years ago. 
They gave up wages then so they would 
have pension and health care later. 
They were some of the most patriotic 
people—and have been. 

When we had our rally the other day 
outside of the Capitol to at least push 
Senator MCCONNELL to do his job, to 
push this Senate to do its job. This is 
a Senate that has been out of session 
more than any Senate in the last 60 
years. They simply don’t want to do 
their job. Even forgetting about nomi-
nating, confirming, or at least having 
hearings on a Supreme Court nominee, 
forgetting about the Zika virus for a 
moment—this Senate simply isn’t 
doing its job, and it starts down the 
hall in the majority leader’s office. 

They are simply refusing to bring to 
a vote this very simple bill to protect 
miners’ pensions and health care. It 
doesn’t cost taxpayer dollars. It is 
moving money from the abandoned 
mine fund into this UMWA pension and 
health care fund. 

It is a betrayal of those workers. It is 
simply saying we don’t care about 
those workers. I can’t believe that this 
body doesn’t seem to care much about 
workers, doesn’t seem to care much 
about people who work with their 
hands, doesn’t seem to care much 
about the safety of workers, doesn’t 
seem to care much about the air they 
breathe and the conditions they work 
in. 

This is finally a chance for this body 
to go on record saying: Yes, we actu-
ally think mine workers have dedi-
cated their lives to working some of 
the most difficult jobs in our country, 
and we should live up to our obligation. 
Other than that, it is a betrayal of 
those workers, and it is coming 
straight out of the majority leader’s of-
fice. 

It is shameful that this Senate is 
thinking about going home without 
doing its work. I again ask the leader 
to schedule this bill so we can move 
forward. 

Madam President, I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
DAINES). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

OBAMACARE 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, as 

you hear in Montana and I hear in Wy-
oming weekend after weekend as we go 
home and we travel our States over the 
summertime, we are hearing from 
more people and seeing more articles 
in the newspaper about how the Obama 
health care law is falling apart. Every 
Member of this body—every Member of 
this body—probably hears the same 
stories I hear and have heard again 
today visiting with people from Wyo-
ming—stories from people who can no 
longer afford their health care pre-
miums, their health care coverage, the 
copays, the deductibles, and all of the 
things that have happened because of 
the Obama health care law. 

I think it is interesting to reflect on 
that new survey done by the Gallup or-
ganization, a well-known pollster from 
around the country with a long his-
tory. They released numbers last week 
about what people are seeing around 
the country with regard to 
ObamaCare—the things we have been 
hearing at home every weekend. 

The first thing we found is that more 
Americans disapprove of ObamaCare 
than approve of it. Now, it is inter-
esting because the Senate minority 
leader, HARRY REID, was on the floor 
yesterday saying repeatedly: Isn’t 
ObamaCare great? Well, I would say to 
my friend and colleague from Nevada: 
No, as a matter of fact, more Ameri-
cans disapprove—thumbs down—of the 
Obama health care law than people 
who approve. 

That is not what was supposed to 
happen—oh no. When the now minority 
leader—then the majority leader— 
came to the floor a number of years 
ago with a bill that was written behind 
closed doors in his office, when they 
forced this through the House and the 
Senate, they said it would be great. 
Senator SCHUMER, who may likely be-
come the new leader of the Democrats 
in a new Senate after the minority 
leader retires, predicted from the 
floor—right over there—that the law 
was going to be much more popular as 
time went on. He said: ‘‘When people 
see what is in the bill, and when people 
see what it does, they will come 
around.’’ 

Well, it has now been 6 years. People 
have seen what is in the bill. Remem-
ber NANCY PELOSI saying: First you 
have to pass it before you get to find 
out what is in it. People have seen 
what is in it. They have not come 
around. People disapprove of the Presi-
dent’s health care law—thumbs down— 
by 51 percent. 

It is interesting that the numbers 
have actually gotten worse, in spite of 
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